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MY FAVORITE RAIL-PHOTO 


from the collection of BILL DESSERT JR. 








True, this is not a real engine 
picture, but it meant the end of 
a two year attempt to get a shot 
of my favorite Heisler geared 
engine in operation. The Northern 
Redwood Lumber Company No. 
22 was taken at Korbel, Califor- 


nia, this summer while switch- 
ing around the NRL mill. I had 
been to Korbel two years previous 
to this time and seeing her in 


dead storage I had made a vow 
to get the 22 with steam up or 
know the reason why. When my 
companion and I hiked into 
Korbel last September, I really 
didn’t expect to see anything run- 
ning, but there stood number 22 
all steamed up and ready to go. 
I couldn’t resist the temptation 
to shoot her with a cloud of 
steam enveloping her as evidence 
of her return to active service. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


This month marks the entrance of another member of the staff 
into the services. Eric Haldkiar, an old hand on the staff and one- 
time editor of the Western Railroader, joined the army this month. 
Eric has been the president of the Northern California Railroad Club 
for the past year and his presence will be missed by all of us. He 
was in charge of many of the promotional activities of both the club 
and the paper and his articles were a regular feature of the paper. 
REDWOOD RAILS is his feature and he promises to continue the 
series, time and circumstances permitting. 

We should note that the Western Railroader has four former 
staff members in the Army—John Carrick, Eric Haldkiar, Warren E. 
Miller and Walt Sievers. With only three left—only two active since 
Bill Darrough is in the hospital—the Western Railroader is batting 
571 which isn’t bad. Only the welcome aid of the club members has 
kept the paper going. 

Since we are so late we are sending out the November and De- 
cember issues together. We would appreciate your comments and con- 
tributions for future issues. The induction of many of our news sources 
makes us more dependent than ever upon the occasional snatches of 
news that you are sending in. Keep up the good work and don’t for- 
get to get that railfan friend of yours to subscribe. Better yet why 
not give him a subscription for Christmas. 

Letters from men in the service indicate that we are becoming 
more and more important as a source of news and enjoyment for those 
away from their usual life. If you know a fan in the service forward 
a copy to him after you have read it or better yet, send in his address 
and 50c for a personal subscription. Subscriptions of fans who have 
gone into the service are being maintained for the duration. 


The WESTERN 
RAILROADER 


“For the Western Railfan” 
FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 
502 N. Claremont St., San Mateo, Calif. 
Subscription Rates: 50c for ten issues, 
twenty for a dollar. 
Official Publication Northern California 
Railroad Club 
Theodore Gibson, Chairman, 118 Mt. Diablo, San Mateo, Calif. 
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THE NEW 


Arcata & Mad River R.R. 


By BILL DESSERT JR. 


At Arcata 

With the exception of remain- 
ing third rails around the mill at 
Korbel and the unusued portion 
of narrow gauge track from 
Korblex to Arcata, the narrow 
gauge is ‘finished’. It is interest- 
ing to note however, how much 
of the narrow gauge facilities are 
still left in Arcata. All of the rail 
is down and most of the signs, 
semaphores and switch stands are 
still to be found in place, that is, 


the ones that enterprising “his- 
torians” haven’t borrowed. 
The seven-stall engine house 


and car shops combination build- 
ing is still in good shape and is 
very interesting to prowl through. 
The Armstrong turntable - still 
can be turned without too much 
muscular effort, and the paint 
shops and freight shed still house 
weary “Bo’s”. The passenger 
station is well preserved and 
complete with an operator’s chair, 
tariff books and all other relics 
which many railfans have tried to 
purchase but none have meet with 
success. 

Technically one small section 
of the line still is used, that is, 
a local resident uses one of the 
push cars to haul cordwood from 
the local fuelyard to his house, 
both of which are located on the 
line out to the wahrf. Two rather 
hostile and aggressive looking 
dogs kept your author and his 
companion (Ted Rench) from 


borrowing the car for an inspec- 
tion tour of the: line. The tracks 
out to the once famous wharf 
are in fair shape, but the pier 
itself is washed out in several 
places although new piling was 
put in only seven years ago. All 
of the former mentioned facilities 
and tracks except the passenger 
station will be scrapped in the 
near future. 
At Korbel 

With the arrival of A&MRRR 
engines 5 and 6 at South San 
Francisco for scrapping all nar- 
row gauge motive power has been 
disposed of except the narrow 
gauge crane which was used to 
scrap the Riverside Mill and the 
third rail between Korblex and 
Korbel. The crane, it has been 
rumored, will be @onverted to 
standard gauge and sold. The re- 
maining motor car and about ten 
flats are all that are operating 
around the mill and soon these 
too will get the torch. As the 
narrow gauge passes out of our 
time into history a new and pos- 
sibly more interesting railroad 
takes its place. 

The New Ann & Mary 

The standard gauge ARCATA & 
MAD RIVER RAILROAD from 
Korblex to Korbel, Calif., 7.5 
miles, and the NORTHERN RED- 
WOOD LUMBER CO. from Kor- 
bel to the incline about nine or 
ten miles out in the woods, are 
running again. Both of these lines 








Page Four 


November 1942 





have been completely rejuven- 
ated. About 50% of the ties are 
brand new and the trestles are 
almost all new timber. The line 
out to the woods has been bal- 
lasted and about the middle of 
August the first steam engine on 
the logging line since 1938 ran 
about half way out. Two section 
crews are working at full pace 
and the line should be in fine 
shape by now. 

For motive power the A&MRRR 
and the NRLCo. uses the latter’s 
No. 22, a 2-truck Heisler. She is 
painted up in a gloss black with 
red, orange, and white and yellow 
trim. She has beautiful circus 
type lettering that is a credit to 
any engine. It is interesting to 
observe that No. 22 has in her 
headlight number bracket “H-2”, 
a hangover from the days when 
she was No. 2, and there was a 
narrow gauge engine No. 2. There 
was some confusion over num- 
bers until the “H” was added to 
remove any doubt. The “H” 
stands for Heisler. 

Motive Power of NRLCo. 

Besides the 22 the NRLCo. has 
three other Heislers, namely: Nos. 
23, 24 and 25. The 23 is a twin 
of the 22. The 23 is being shop- 
ped and will probably be sold 
along with either the 24 or 25. 
The 24 has been completely shop- 
ped and has had steam up so a 
tank car could be cleaned out. 
The 24 can’t turn a wheel under 
her own power until her insur- 
ance is renewed, which is ex- 
pected to come through presently. 
The 25, the heavier of the four, 
has been under steam almost 
continually for nine years. She is 
a stationary boiler, the steam 
from which is used to run the 


fire pumps. The NRLCo’s No. 7, 
a 2-8-2T, never got any closer 
to Korbel than the Eureka Boiler 
Works due to the fact that the 
army needed her. The acquisition 
of No. 7 left little No. 22 to do 
the road work. A gravel crushing 
plant on the A&MRRR gets about 
eight oil cars and a few box cars 
every week. The crew says it is 
quite -a sight to see 22 try to 
move eight or nine loaded cars 
as she only weighs 30 tons and 
has high wheels to “boot”. One 
of the Heislers will be stationed 
at the top of the incline to be 
used on the “lateral”. Another 
will be used for standby service 
and switching duties around the 
mill. The other two heislers will 
probably be sold. The A&MRRR 
will use their newly acquired 
Shay for road work and _ the 
NRLCo. is looking for another 
Shay. When the line is going in 
full swing there will probably be 
two Heislers and two Shays in 
operation. 


Rail Operations 


The line out to the woods is 
run in the morning taking sup- 
plies out to the operations and 
by now the train should be hand- 
ling woods cars carrying loggers 
out to cutting operations, al- 
though it will be about eight or 
nine months before the mill at 
Korbel will start to work again 
due to lack of help. Some logging 
has already been done as lumber 
for skids, planking and ties had 
to be specially cut. 

All road work on the Ann & 
Mary line is done in the after- 
noon so connections with the 
NWP at Korblex can be at the 
same time. 
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Equipment 

A walk of about a mile east 
of Korbel on the logging line re- 
vealed a large field, which few 
if any railfans know about. This 
field is literally covered with log 
cars, gondolas, a reefer and a 
caboose. This caboose is really a 
hybrid. It is a narrow gauge 
passenger car mounted on a 50 
foot steel flat car. A cupola has 
been added to the coach body 
and the whole car is painted a 
cream color with black trim. A 
four wheel narrow gauge “bob 
car” has been placed on the re- 
maining space on the flat car 
and the addition has been painted 
a sea geren. Getting back to this 
field, which is known as the 
Upper Field or standard gauge 
yard (the Lower Field was the 
narrow gauge yard), by actual 
count were more than a hundred 
log cars of which only about 10 
or 12 have been put into opera- 
ting condition. If it weren’t for 
the labor shortage the mill at 
Korbel would be going by the 
end of this month, but such is 
not the case. 

All in all, when the mill at 
Korbel starts going again, the 
NRLCo. and the Ann & Mary 
will be a railfan’s mecca. Al- 
though the narrow gauge has 
gone the way of all common car- 
rier narrow gauges, the Ann & 
Mary is essentially a picturesque 
California Short Line. 

ae ae 

Coos Bay Lumber Co., No. 102, 
a 2-8-2, has joined the army in 
northeastern Oregon. The loco- 
motive, now an oil burner, first 
used coal when it went into op- 
eration on the coast many years 
ago. 


Abandonments 

Port San Luis. Transportation 
Company—abandon’ entire line 
between San Luis Obispo, Calif., 
and Port San Luis, 12.1 miles 
(narrow gauge). 

Southern Pacific—Abandon part 
of its Keeler Branch between 
Laws, Calif., and the end of the 
line at Benton, 30.7 miles (nar- 
row gauge). 


Southern Pacific — Abandon- 


ment granted for branch line 
from Dalton to Raymond, 9.2 
miles. 

TORN UP 


Port San Luis Transportation— 
San Luis Obispo to Port San 
Luis (n.g.) 

Southern Pacific—Mina, 
to Benton, Calif. (n.g.) 

Nevada County Narrow Gauge 
—Colfax to Nevada City. (n.g.) 

Tonopah & Tidewater — entire 
line. 

Nevada Copper Belt — Hudson 
to Ludwig. 

— 
OREGON LUMBER LINE 
JOINS SCRAP DRIVE 


The Crossett-Western Lumber 
Company operating south of 
Knappa, Oregon, is scrapping 
between 15 and 17 miles of 
track and five locomotives and 
turning the scrap over to the 
scrap drive since logging opera- 
tions have ceased in its territory. 

— B&B — 

WP TO BUY NEW ENGINES 

The Federal Court has author- 
ized the Western Pacific to or- 
der three more 5400 horse-power 
diesel-electric freight locomotives 
from Electro - Motive and _ six 
4-8-4 steam freight locomotives 
from the Lima Locomotive works. 


Nev. 








Page Six 


November 1942 








Arcata & Mad River No. 1 at Korbel with NRLCo. 7 in background. 


The first engine on the Ann 
and Mary was of course its home- 
made 0-4-0T with verticle boiler 
built in 1875, but the first num- 
ber one was a regulation 0-4-0T 
with a small tender built by 
Porter in 1882. She had 22” 
drivers, 6”x8” cylinders and 
weighed 7000 pounds. She was 
scrapped in 1929. The number 
two was a 0-4-2T said to have 
been built by the Golden Gate 
and Miners Iron Works of San 
Francisco. The three spot was 
also a 0-4-2 built by Baldwin in 
1891. The 4 was a 2-4-0 built by 
Baldwin in 1898 as was the 5- 
spot, built by Baldwin in 1900. 
Both had 36” drivers, 10”x16” 
cylinders and weighed 24000 
pounds. Both were scrapped in 
1942. The six was a 2-4-2 built 
by Baldwin in 1905. It had 38” 
drivers 12”x18” cylinders and 
weighed 60,000 pounds. It too was 
scrapped in 1942. 





ROSTER OF ARCATA & MAD RIVER 






from the collection of Jack Gibson 


The NRLCo. originally operated 
as a narrow gauge layout and 
had as its one-spot a little geared 
0-4-0T called the “Daisy”. The 
2, 3, 4, and 5 were built as nar- 
row gauge heislers, but were later 
broad-gauged to standard. The 
7-spot was built as a standard 
gauge 2-8-2T by Brooks in 1926. 
The 7 had 42” drivers, 22”x28” 
cylinders and weighed 196,000 
pounds. She was leased to the 
Hammond Redwood Lumber Co. 
when the mill shut down and 
was sold to the government early 
this year. The 2, 3, 4 and 5 were 
later renumbered 22, 23, 24 and 
25 to separate the numbering 
from the narrow gauge Ann and 
Mary engines. 

A renumbering of the Arcata 
& Mad River must have taken 
place around the turn of the cen- 
tury as a photo taken in 1893 
shows the “Blue Lake”, later the 
No. 4, carrying the number “5”. 
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THE OLD 


The line which was later to 
become the Arcata and Mad 
River Railroad was the first rail- 
rad in Humboldt County, Cali- 
fornia. It was incorporated on 
December 15, 1854, as the Union 
Plank Walk Rail Track Company 
and soon afterwards laid a track 
two miles long over the flats in 
Humboldt Bay between Arcata 
and the ship channel for the car- 
riage of passengers and mer- 
chandise. This track was made 
of wooden rails set to forty-five 
inch gauge over which a four- 
wheeled car was drawn by one 
horse. 

In the year 1875 the railroad 
was extended from Arcata north- 
east three-quarters of a mile to 
the lumber mill at Jolly Giant to 
give the mill an outlet to the 
wharf. In the following year the 
line was again extended one-half 
nile to the northwest of Arcata 
to the Dolly Varden Mill. 

All this time the lumber and 
merchandise had been hauled 
over the four by four pine rails 
on cars drawn by a horse, but 
in 1876 the road built its first 
steam engine. “The Black Diam- 
ond” as it was called, was the 
first engine in Humboldt county 
and was a steam dummy worked 
by two oscillating cylinders. On 
level track it could pull about 
six cars having a total capacity 
of two thousand five hundred 
feet of lumber. 

In 1878 the line was sold to the 
Arcata Transportation Company 
which had been formed on June 





ARCATA & MAD RIVER R.R. 


15, 1878, for the purpose of tak- 
ing over the line. The new com- 
pany extended the road north 
from Dolly Varden four miles in- 
to the woods where the Warren 
Creek mill was built to cut about 
thirty thousand feet of lumber 
per day. 

In the year 1881 the first real 
locomotive was ordered from 
the Pittsburg Locomotive Works. 
It was a four-ton 0-4-0T called 
the “Arcata”. In this year also 
the Arcata Transportation Com- 
pany was sold and a new com- 
pany organized on December 30, 
1881, called the Arcata and Mad 
River Railroad. 

In 1883 the Arcata and Mad 
River Railroad was resold to the 
Korbel Brothers who reorganized 
the company. They then pro- 
ceeded to extend the road from 
Warren Creek north seven miles 
into the redwoods where the new 
settlement of North Fork (Kor- 
bel) was made around the Kor- 
bel Brothers’ new mill, which 
could cut seventy thousand feet 
of lumber per day. The new 
roadbed was constructed of six 
by eight inches by eight feet red- 
wood ties and thirty-five pound 
steel rails. At the same time all 
the wooden track between Arcata 
and Warren Creek was exchanged 
for steel rails. The general im- 
provements included the ordering 
of new cars and engines, and soon 
the new passenger coaches were 
operated between Arcata and the 
wharf pulled by steam locomo- 
tives. Passenger travel was com- 
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menced between Arcata and 
North Fork in December of 1883 
when the new line was open to 
general freight and lumber traf- 
fic. 

In the year 1885 a branch a 
quarter of a mile long was built 
to Glendale where Isaac Minor 
built a lumber mill cutting forty- 
five thousand feet per day. In 
1886 another branch was built to 
Riverside, also a quarter of a 
mile long, to a mill cutting forty 
thousand feet per day. 

Thus in its early days the Ar- 
cata and Mad River was operated 
for the purpose of hauling lum- 
ber from the mills built along the 
line to the railroad company’s 
wharf on Humboldt Bay. This 
wharf, which was a trestle work 
two and one-eighth miles long, 
could moor thirteen sailing ves- 
sels conveniently. The length of 
the main line between Arcata 
and North Fork was twelve miles 
with three miles of side tracks, 
all laid with thirty-five pound 
rail. 

— 


Late Flashes 


The Municipal Railway of San 
Francisco has announced that the 
M line will be placed back in 
operation again within two 
months. Two or three of the 4- 
wheel center entrance 300’s will 
be used in shuttle service between 
Saint Francis Circle and the end 
of the line. 


The new 4-8-4’s for the West- 
ern Pacific will be numbered 481 
to 486. . . Engines 22 and 49 are 
in the South Sacramento shops 
after being badly damaged in an 
accident in the canyon. 


TWO C&OC ENGINES 
GO TO SCRAP DRIVE 


A court order has released “al] 
obsolete equipment” of the Cali- 
forna & Oregon Coast Railroad 
for contribution to the current 
scrap drive. The order authorized 
the receiver to dismantle two 
locomotives (1 and 201), ten flat 
cars and miscellaneous iron and 
steel equipment. 

The number 1 is a 4-4-0 built 
by Rogers in 1872 and was ac- 
quired from the SP in 1910. She 
was SP 1524, 1287 and Central 
Pacific 180. 

The 201 is a 2-8-0 built by the 
Central Pacific at Sacramento in 
1887, and was acquired from the 


Southern Pacific in 1911. She wasi” 
1908 and Oregon &@ 


SP 2508, 
California 45. 


The line is at present operated # 


by the 301, a 2-8-2 built by 
Baldwin in 1910 as Youngstown 
& Ohio River number 1 and pur- 


chased from the Hetch Hetchy— 


railroad where it was number 3. 
The Pacific Portland Cement 103 
(2-8-2) has also recently seen 
service on the line. 

ee ae 


The Swatch List 


BEN MOTT, 2455 Castro Way, 
Sacramento Calif., has a large 
picture of Denver & Rio Grande 
number 1400 which he would like 
to dispose of to some railfan 
Persons. interested in obtaining 
such a picture should write Mr 
Mott at the above address. 

FRANCIS GUIDO, 502 N. 
Claremont St., San Mateo, Calif, 
wants to hear from any fans with 
pictures to sell of Pacific Coast 
juice lines. 





